
Obituary 

Klamantz Joseph Schmaltz, 80, Deering, ND, rode off into the sunset after a brief battle of 

cancer on Tuesday, July 31, 2018, at his residence.  

 

Klamantz Joseph Schmaltz was born October 7, 1937 in McHenry County, ND to Joseph and 

Elizabeth (Brunner) Schmaltz. After school, he went to work for his uncle Ole Brunner on his 

dairy farm.  

 

Klem was once married to Evelyn Erickson. They were married on June 4, 1959, and had four 

children: Lynn, Teri, Shelley and Clint.  

 

Klem had numerous occupations during his lifetime. Some of which included the Minot Zoo, 

Concrete Mobile, several ranches as ranch foreman and retiring from Farmers Union Elevator 

after a disabling injury.  

 

Klem belonged to several associations over the years including the Moose Lodge, Northwest 

Polkateers, McHenry County Saddle Club and the North Dakota Paint Horse Association. Klem 

participated in the National Team Roping Finals in Guthrie, Oklahoma in 1993.  

 

He spent his final years in Deering with his life partner, Florence Sime.  

 

Klems main passions in life were horses and music. He participated in rodeos for years as a team 

roper. He raised Registered Paints and Quarter Horses. He spent a great deal of his weekends 

playing accordion in several dance bands, one being The Roving Trio. He passed his love of 

music on to his daughters, who still love singing together whenever they can. Klem loved 

dancing; he loved the polka and was extremely good at it. This is why each of his daughters had 

old-time music at their wedding dances; so they could dance the waltz with their daddy.  

Klem was a talker. He enjoyed his family and friends. Kids loved cowboy Klem. Anyone who 

had the privilege of meeting him went away a friend. Everyone knew Klem, He adored his great-

grandsons Weylin and Kain. He will be loved and missed by all.  

 

Those Most Honored to Share in His Life:  

Children, Lynn Erickson, Tulalip, WA, Teri Nelson, Deering and Shelley (Brian) Wintermute, 

Granville; grandchildren, Kacy Nelson, Deering, Stacie Nelson, Minot, Kayla Wintermute, 

Deering and Bradley (Brittany) Wintermute, Deering; great-grandchildren, Weylin Nelson and 

Kain Wintermute; step-daughter, Deborah Sanderson, Minot; step-grandchildren, Ayla Martin, 

Desirae Martin, Mason Freeman and Shina Sanderson, all of Minot; siblings, Helen 

Dechambault, CO, Clarence (Yvonne) Schmaltz, MN and Donald (Margaret) Schmaltz, MN; and 

his extended family, life partner Florence Sime and her siblings, children, grandchildren and 

great-grandchildren.  

 

Klem was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph & Elizabeth Schmaltz; son, Clint Schmaltz; 

sons-in-law, Warren Nelson and Larry Erickson; brother-in-law, Leo Dechambault; and 

numerous uncles, aunts and cousins.  



 

Funeral: Monday, August 6, 2018, at 1:30 p.m. at Bethany Lutheran Church, Minot, ND. Please 

visit (www.bethanylutheranminot.org) to watch a livestream of the service.  

Interment: Sunset Memorial Gardens, Minot, ND.  

Visitation: An hour prior to the service at the church. 
 


